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(Fe&-N”).’ The increase of the electron density at maleimidato ligand is expected to reduce its reactivity 

towards nucleophiles. Nev@tbeless, we have found that 1 reacts slowly (3 days at 3SoC) with L-cysteine ethyl 

ester hydrochloride to afford 2 in 80% isolated yield.” The complexity of the 200 MHz 1H NMR spectrum of 2 

suggests formation of a mixture of diastereoisomers (resulting fbm creation of a cbinlity cents at 

the succinimide ring). In ihhe same way 1 reacts with ghztathione in water. The resulting cqanometallic 

tripeptide was charaotexizeil by FAB-MS, IR and 1H NMR_ 

Substituted maltides have found numerous applications as spin-labels7 and luminescent labels.aa9 

Similarly, 1 may be regarded as a metal carbony label for biomolecules containing 

HS groups. This label and the labelled cysteine and glutathone are quite stable in aerated aqueous solutions (no 

decomposition within 24h at r-t.). A detailed study of the chemical reactivity of 1 towards thiols (hrcluding 

cysteine-containing peptidtjs) is currently under way in our laboratory. 
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